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EDUCATION AND PROFESSIONAL TRAINING 

2014 Certificate in Research Administration.  University of Southern California. 
2011 Certificate in Project Management.  University of Southern California. 
2006  Ph.D.  University of Georgia.  Department of Marine Sciences. 
1998 B.A.  University of Virginia.  Department of Environmental Sciences. 

 

SOFTWARE, MULTIMEDIA, AND LANGUAGE SKILLS 

Proficient in Mac and PC, Microsoft Office, Google Workspace, Zoom, Qualtrics, Adobe Creative Cloud 
(Acrobat/Illustrator/Photoshop/Dreamweaver), WordPress, HTML coding, Mailchimp, Slack, social media, 
and spoken Mandarin Chinese. 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE AND COMMUNICATION EXPERIENCE 

2023- Program Manager.  Microbial Greenhouse Gas Consumption Research Center.   
University of Southern California.  Los Angeles, CA. 

Managing the USC research and engineering center with the goal of identifying, growing, 
and optimizing new microbes capable of efficient conversion of greenhouse gases to 
innocuous waste products.  
 

2021- Managing Director.  Crustal Ocean Biosphere Research Accelerator (COBRA).   
Bigelow Laboratory for Ocean Sciences.  East Boothbay, ME. 

Managing the operations of the NSF AccelNet to accelerate research of the deep sea to 
inform decision making. 

 
2010-2023 Managing Director.  Center for Dark Energy Biosphere Investigations (C-DEBI).  

University of Southern California.  Los Angeles, CA. 

Managed the operations of the NSF Science and Technology Center on the deep marine 
subseafloor biosphere, specifically: 

• Developed and coordinated operating, strategic planning and reporting documents under 
the Center Director 

• Supervised Center staff (~5) and acted as liaison between project PIs, USC 
administration and Center community 

• Budgeted C-DEBI programs and activities (NSF grant $47.6M / 10 years) 

• Developed procedures for and administered research and education grants and 
postdoctoral and graduate student fellowships (>100) 

• Organized multi-institutional meetings and workshops 

• Created and developed communications strategies (~1000 affiliates) 
 
2009-2015 Project Manager.  DEBI Deep Biosphere Research Coordination Network. 

University of Southern California.  Los Angeles, CA. 

Managed the NSF Research Coordination Network project on the deep marine subseafloor 
biosphere 

 
2009 Freelance Editor.  International Science Editing.   
 Compuscript Limited.  Shannon, County Clare, Ireland. 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/rosalynn-sylvan-532052147/
https://orcid.org/0009-0009-4289-8895
https://www.bigelow.org/about/people/rsylvan.html
https://dornsife.usc.edu/profile/rosalynn-sylvan/
mailto:rsylvan@bigelow.org
mailto:rosalyyl@usc.edu
https://www.nsf.gov/awardsearch/showAward?AWD_ID=2114593
https://www.nsf.gov/awardsearch/showAward?AWD_ID=0939564
https://www.nsf.gov/awardsearch/showAward?AWD_ID=0840985
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2005-2008 Postdoctoral Research Associate.  Institute of Marine and Coastal Sciences.   
Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey.  New Brunswick, NJ. 

• Managed the NSF Research Coordination Network project on denitrification 

• Trained scientific and managerial participants from developing countries and countries 
with economies in transition in the use of spatially explicit, global GIS models of nutrient 
transport by rivers to coastal systems as part of a UNESCO-Intergovernmental 
Oceanographic Commission project (two week series in January and September 2006) 

 
2004-2005 Teaching Assistant.  Department of Marine Sciences.   
1998-1999 University of Georgia.  Athens, GA. 

 

RESEARCH EXPERIENCE AND SELECTED PUBLICATIONS 

2005-2008 Postdoctoral Research Associate.  Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey.  
Institute of Marine and Coastal Sciences.  New Brunswick, NJ.  Advisor: Sybil Seitzinger. 

2003-2004 EPA Graduate Student Fellow.  Environmental Protection Agency. National Network for 
Environmental Management Studies.  Athens, GA.  Advisor: Richard Zepp. 

1999-2000 University of Georgia Graduate Student Fellow.  University of Georgia. 
Department of Marine Sciences.  Athens, GA.  Advisor: Samantha Joye. 

1999 Georgia Sea Grant Coastal Management Graduate Student Intern.  University of 
Georgia. Department of Marine Sciences.  Athens, GA.  Advisor: Samantha Joye. 

1997 NSF Research Experiences for Undergraduates Intern.  Marine Biological Laboratory. 
Boston University Marine Program. Woods Hole, MA.  Advisors: Ivan Valiela and Samantha 
Joye. 
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